Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.048; wR factor = 0.145; data-to-parameter ratio = 22.0.
In the title compound, C 14 H 15 NO 6 , the ethoxycarbonyl groups adopt extended conformations. In the crystal, molecules are linked into centrosymmetric dimers via pairs of C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds with a R 2 2 (20) motif.
Related literature
For biological activity of nitrogen-containing building blocks derived from -methylene--hydroxy esters, see: Singh & Batra (2008) ; Masson et al. (2007) ; Basavaiah et al. (2003) ; Youngme et al. (2007) ; Ma et al. (2005) ; Soldatov et al. (2003) ; Hinckley (1969) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Bruker Kappa APEXII CCD diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2004) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 (Farrugia, 1997); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97 and PLATON (Spek, 2009). ST and ASP thank Dr Babu Varghese, SAIF, IIT, Chennai, India, for the X-ray data collection.
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: BT5022). (Singh & Batra, 2008; Masson et al., 2007; Basavaiah et al., 2003) . β-Diketone as an excellent chelating group has been widely used in supramolecular chemistry. It can form a variety of complexes with various transition-metals (e.g. Cu, Co, Ni, Mn, Pd) or rare-earth metals (e.g. Eu, Sm, La, Gd) (Youngme et al., 2007; Ma et al., 2005) . These metal complexes have significant applications in material science or act as chemical shift reagents (Soldatov et al., 2003; Hinckley, 1969) . In view of this importance, the crystal structure determination of the title compound ( 
Experimental
A mixture of 2-nitrobenzaldehyde (5 g, 33.11 mmol) in dry xylene (50 ml), ethylene diamine di acetate (1.2 g, 6.66 mmol) and diethyl malonate (6.36 g, 39.7 mmol) were added. The reaction was then refluxed for 12 h, it was then poured over ice -water (100 ml), extracted with CHCl 3 (60 ml) and dried (Na 2 SO 4 ). The removal of solvent followed by recrystallization from methanol. Single crystals of the title compound suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation of a solution in methanol.
Refinement
All H atoms were fixed geometrically and allowed to ride on their parent C atoms, with C-H distances fixed in the range 0.93-0.97 Å with U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for methyl H 1.2U eq (C) for other H atoms. Figures   Fig. 1 . View of the title molecule with the atom labeling scheme. The displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level while the H atoms are shown as small spheres of arbitrary radii. 0.0384 (6) 0.0467 (7) 0.0357 (7 
